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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment! s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) <■ 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) [H Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050512 



Application/Control Number: 09/641 ,335 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2622 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 1 1/22/04, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-10 and 12-21 are pending. 

Drawings 

2. The corrected or substitute drawings are received on 7 71 4/04. The drawings are 
acceptable. 



Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 and 12-21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "said plurality of document management systems". 

There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For the examining 

purpose, it is construed as "a predetermined one of a plurality of document systems". 
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5. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between 
the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted element is "means for storing the 
document registration information in the buffer". Without such an element, it is unclear 
as to when/how the document registration information is ever stored in the same buffer 
that stores the electronic document. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-10, 12, 13, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Maniwa U.S. Patent No. 5,764,866. 
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6. With respect to claim 1, Maniwa discloses a document process system (fig. 9) 
comprising: 

input means for inputting a condition for dividing a read electronic document and 
reconstructing the electronic document (col. 14, lines 59-67), and document registration 
information (col. 14, lines 25-35); 

document division process means for dividing the electronic document read by a 
single operation (one double-sided sheet), on the basis of the condition input by the 
input means (col. 15, lines 18-28); and 

a buffer for temporarily storing the electronic document divided by the document 
division process means (col. 14, lines 25-35, col. 16, lines 39-46 & col. 21, lines 28-37). 

Also, note that the scanned images are divided according to the image file 
ID/name specified by the user via the operation panel (fig. 9). 

7. With respect to claim 2, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said input means is provided with a display for inputting 
the condition for dividing the read electronic document and reconstructing the electronic 
document, and the document registration information (col. 14, lines 25-35). 

8. With respect to claim 3, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1, wherein said document process means divides the electronic 
document read by a plurality of operations, on the basis on the condition input by the 
input means (col. 21 , lines 59-62). . 

9. With respect to claim 4, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said document division process means comprises a 
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division process means, a division set process means, and a division inquire process 
means (col. 21 , lines 28-62). 

10. With respect to claim 5, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 4, wherein said division set process means sets division information 
on the basis of the condition input by the input means (col. 14, lines 25-35 & col. 21, 
lines 44-62). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 6, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 5, wherein said division process means divides the electronic 
document on the basis of the division information set by the division set process means 
(col. 14, lines 25-35 & col. 21, lines 44-62). 

12. With respect to claim 7, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 6, wherein said division inquire process means executes a process 
to prompt information input where the information input is required at a time of a 
process execution in the division process means (col. 21, lines 28-43). 

13. With respect to claim 13, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a document register process section for executing document registration to a 
predetermined one of a plurality of document management systems on the basis of the 
electronic document and the document registration information stored in the buffer (col. 
20, lines 38-56). 

14. With respect to claim 8, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 13, wherein said buffer is a buffer for use in dividing the electronic 
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document in a process of registering the electronic document into the document 
management system (col. 21, lines 44-51). 

15. With respect to claim 9, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said document register process means executes 
document registration to a predetermined one of a plurality of document systems on the 
basis of the electronic document and the document registration information stored in the 
buffer (col. 20, lines 38-56). 

16. With respect to claim 20, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a scanner for reading a document and generating the electronic document (figs. 

6 & 9). 

17. With respect to claim 21 , Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1, wherein the electronic document divided by the document division 
process means is stored in the buffer as a plurality of separate and distinct electronic 
documents (col. 14, lines 59-67 & fig. 9). 

18. With respect to claim 10, Maniwa discloses a document process system 
comprising: 

a division set information input/output means for setting a condition for dividing a 
scan document and reconstructing a document (col. 14, lines 25-35); 

a division set information database for storing the set condition (col. 14, lines 25- 

35); 
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a division set process means for storing the condition set by an operator through 
the division set information input/output means into the division set information 
database (col. 14, lines 25-35 and figs. 6 & 9); and 

a division process means for executing a division process for the scan document 
by referring to contents in the division set information database (specified image file 
ID/name), 

wherein the document is divided on the basis of the condition preset through the 
division set information input/output means and stored in the division set information 
database (image files in figs. 6 & 9). 

19. With respect to claim 12, Maniwa discloses the document process system 
according to claim 10, wherein the document is divided to be registered to a plurality of 
document management systems (either server machine 90 or facsimiles via telephone 
line 13 in fig. 7 and col. 20, lines 33-67), on the basis of the condition preset through the 
division set information input/output means and stored in the division set information 
database. 

Claims 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sakura U.S. Patent No. 6,122,684. 

20. With respect to claim 14, Sakura discloses a document process system (fig. 1) 
comprising: 
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input means for inputting a condition for coupling a read electronic document and 
reconstructing the electronic document, and document registration information (col. 5, 
lines 26-38); 

document coupling process means for coupling the electronic document read, on 
the basis of the condition input by the input means (col. 5, line 52 - col. 6, line 2); and 

a buffer for temporarily storing the electronic document coupled by the document 
coupling process means (col. 5, lines 52-55). 

21 . With respect to claim 1 5, Sakura discloses the document process system 
according to claim 14, wherein said document coupling process means couples the 
electronic document read by a plurality of operations, on the basis of the condition input 
by the input means (col. 5, lines 26-52). 

22. With respect to claim 16, Sakura discloses the document process system 
according to claim 14, wherein said document coupling process means comprises a 
coupling process means, a coupling set process means, and a coupling inquire process 
means (col. 5, line 26 - col. 6, line 2). 

23. With respect to claim 17, Sakura discloses the document process system 
according to claim 14, further comprising: 

document register process means for executing document registration to a 
predetermined one of a plurality of document management systems on the basis of the 
electronic document and the document registration information stored in the buffer (col. 
5, line 26 -col. 6, line 2). 
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24. With respect to claim 18, Sakura discloses a document process system (fig. 1) 
comprising: 

a coupling set information input/output means for setting a condition for coupling 
a scan document and reconstructing a document (col. 5, lines 26-38); 

a coupling set information database for storing the set condition (col. 4, lines 13- 
1 9 & col. 5, line 52 - col. 6, line 2); 

a coupling set process means for storing the condition set by an operator through 
the coupling set information input/output means into the coupling set information 
database (col. 5, line 26 - col. 6, line 2); and 

a coupling process means for executing a coupling process for the scan 
document by referring to contents in the coupling set information database, 

wherein the document is coupled on the basis of the condition preset through the 
coupling set information input/output means and stored in the coupling set information 
database (col. 5, line 26 - col. 6, line 2). 

25. With respect to claim 19, Sakura discloses the document process system 
according to claim 1 8, 

wherein the document is coupled to be registered to a plurality of document 
management systems, on the basis of the condition set through the coupling set 
information input/output means and stored in the coupling set information database (col. 
5, line 26 -col. 6, line 2). 
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Conclusion 

26. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Chan S. Park 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 



csp 

May 16, 2005 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CEMTR ' 



